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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


PUBLICITY BY MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. 

Ix the SuppLemENt of September 11th (p. 141) we referred 
to commentaries by the press upon the British Medical 
Association’s attitude in regard to publicity by doctors, 
and explained that the Association’s Solicitor had advised 
that the commentaries by two newspapers constituted a 
libel upon the Association. We also reproduced the article 
of explanation and apology published by the Daily Mirror, 
which was one of the papers referred to. 

We are asked by the Daily Mirror to state that though 
they agreed to publish this explanation and apology they 
did not admit that the article was in fact libellous. This 
was made quite clear by the Daily Mirror at the time, and 
the Association accepted the explanation and apology in 
this spirit. 
Autumn Council Dinner, 

The Autumn Dinner of the Council of the British Medical 
Association will be held this year in the Great Hall of the 
Association’s House, Tavistock Square, London, on Wed- 
nesday, October 13th, at 7 for 7.30 p.m. This dinner, 
which will be followed by a dance, is not restricted to 
members of Council, but is open to other members of the 
Association and their guests. The price of tickets will be 
£1 1s. each, exclusive of wine; they may be obtained from 
the Financial Secretary and Business Manager, British 
Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. 


Dr. R. L, Langdon-Down. 
At the meeting of the Central Ethical Committee held on 
September 14th, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 


That the members of the Central Ethical Committee 
desire to place on record their grateful appreciation of the 
highly efficient and valuable services rendered to the Asso- 
ciation by Dr. Reginald Langdon Langdon-Down during his 
seven years’ tenure of office as Chairman of the Committee, 
and to express their satisfaction that they may count on 
his continued co-operation in the work of the Committee. 

To the responsible and often delicate duties of the chair 
Dr. Langdon-Down has given unceasing attention, and has 
brought to their discharge an informed judgement, a firm 
and judicial temper, and a never failing wisdom and kindli- 
ness and tact. By his courtesy and skill in the conduct 
of debates not infrequently involving critical issues he has 
secured and retained the full confidence, the warm regard, 
and the sincere respect of his colleagues, who now ask him 
to accept an assurance of their abiding gratitude and 
cordial goodwill. 


The Annual Panel Conference. 

The 1926 Annual Conference of Representatives of Local 
Medical and Panel Committees will be held in the Great 
Hall, British Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, 
London, on Thursday, October 21st next. The annual 
report of the Insurance Acts Committee to the Conference 
has already been circulated to committees, and was pub- 
lished in the SuppLement of August 14th. It is hoped to 
issue the provisional agenda of the Conference by the end 
of this week. Secretaries of Local Medical and Panel 
Committees: are reminded that the last daté for the 
receipt of motions or amendments for the final agenda of 
the Conference is Monday, October 11th. The final agenda 
will be issued to all concerned on October 14th. 


. Election of Direct Representatives upon Insurance Acts 
Committee and Scattish Subcommittee, 

It is desired to draw attention to the fact that nomina- 
tions for the twenty-three direct representatives upon the 
Insurance Acts Committee for 1926-27 must be by Local 
Medical and Panel Committees, as such, and must reach 
the Medical Secretary, British Medica] Association House, 
Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on Form M.2/1926-27 (copies of 
which have already been sent to committees), not later than 
the first post on Monday, October 11th Nominations by 
Scottish County Panel Committees for four county panel 
representatives on the Insurance Acts Subcommittee (Scot- 
land) must be made on nomination paper M.3, and by 
Scottish Burgh Committees for four burgh representatives 
on that subcommittee on nomination paper M.4, and must 
reach the Medical Secretary by October 11th. 


Agricultural Scholarships in Australia. 

In Current Notes published in the SuprLemrnt of June 
6th, 1925 (p. 245), and August 15th, 1925 (p. 85), informa- 
tion was given about the conditions governing the award 
of agricultural scholarships in Australia. There is still one 
nomination for a scholarship at the disposal of the Medical 
Secretary of the British Medical Association. He will 
accordingly be glad to receive from any member the namo 
of a lad, aged from 15 to 17}, who is of good c) aracter 
and physique, with a view to nomination for a schalarship 
at an agricultural college in Australia. .To be accepted 
a candidate will have to pass the tests, including the 
medical tests, imposed by the Australian Government, and 
must be approved by the Central Committee of the Fellow- 
ship of the British Empire Exhibition. After passing the 
tests the nominee will be given a free passage to Australia 
and one year’s training at either Hawkesbury or Wagga 
Agricultural College, afterwards being placed on a suitable 
farm. The scholarship thus represents a good start in life 
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Diary of the Association. 


aw, FORCE MEDICAL gee 

redell to Headquarters, Area, Stanmore 
as Principal Medical Officer. 
. Comman "Medical Ofieer. D.S.0., to Headquarters, Halton, for duty 
Flyi W. Coffe poe J. Hutchieson to Research tor 
and Medical Othosrs: Schoo! of Instruction on appointment 


be. missions, 
Flying Of Officers John P. ry Evans and F. L. White are granted per- 


‘manent commissions 2 this rank, 
Rice and °C. W . Coffey are granted short-service commissions as 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 
of Colonel T, B. Kelly, D.S.0., as Honorary Surgeon 


ntment 
Lieut M. Millar Residency Surgeon, M is 
ewar, 
appointed Civil det Ajmer, Medical Officer in Rajputana, 
uti 


Lieut.-Colonel P K. Chitale ix is permitted to retire from the service, 
"s 
eut-Colonel AU W. M. Harvey to be Brevet Colonel, 


The 
to the 
subject to His Majest 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
Mepicat Corps. 
iBaier od G. Trayer resigns his commission and retains the rank of 


RESERVE OF AIR FORCE OFFICERS. 
Flight Lieutenant C. H. Young relinquishes his commission on 
completion of service. 


VACANCIES. 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND HoMOsOPATHIC HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.— 
Honorary Surgeon. 

Bristo. GengraL HospitaL.—Senior Resident Medical Officer (male). Salary 
at the rate of £200 per annum. 

Bristo. Royal Physician-in-charge of Ante-natal 
Department. 

Cancer HospitaL, Fulham Road, S.W.3.—Clinical Assistant. Salary £250 


Carp or Wates’ Hospitat.—House-Surgeon for Cripples’ 
Hospital. so £100 per annum. 

CentrRaL Lonpon OPHTHALMIC Hospitat, Judd Street, W.C.1.—Senior and 
Junior — Salary at the rate of £100 and £50 per annum 
respectiv 

DewssurRY AND Dzstrict GENERAL INFIRMARY.—House-Surgeon (male). 
Salary £200 per annum. 

HOG FRAN Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.2. ) Surgeon to In-patient 

Surgeon to Out-patiants. (3) Medica Officer 
2 £120 per annum. (4) Junior Resident Medical Officer 
male) ; Ser? £100 per annum. 

HOSPITAL FOR 

Medical Qfficer. 


AND PaRALysis, Maida Vale, W.9. Resident 
(2) Salaries at the £150 and 
£100 per annum respectively. 


HospitaL ror Sick CuitpRen, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.—(1) House- 

Surgeon. (2) House-Physician and Assistant Casualty Officer. The 
appointments are for six months. Salary £50. 

InrrrMary.—Casualty House-Surgeon (male). Salary at the 


rate of £130 per annum. 
Or ScortanD FOREIGN Mission at Kikuyu.— 


Kenya Cotony: C 
Medical Missionary. 
LANCASHIRE ASYLUMS BosaRD.—Pathologist. Salary £1,000 per annum. 
LancasHine County COUNCIL.—Iwo Dental Surgeons. Salary at the rate 
of £600 per annum. 
Lincotn County rgeon Sala 
rate of £150 per annum, rising to x = actus 
OxrorD: Rapcuurre INFIRMARY AND NTy Hosprtat.—Resident Motion 
Officer to the Osler Pavilion for the Treat t of Tuberculosis. 
at the rate of £120 per annum. 
Pagksips MeEntaL Hosptr. Macclesfield.— 
‘AL, Resident Clinical Assistant. 
Prince or WaLes’s G 1) House-S: 
2 Special House-Surgeon, 3) "Howe Physician Junior 
‘sician, Sala 
annum each, for (4) and (5) £90 per 
¥AL LONDON OPHTHALMIC Hospi: City Road, E. 
Surgeon. (2) Two Refraction salary at 


per annum, 
RoyAL NORTHERN Hosrrm, Holloway, N. Obste’ 


urgeon. Salary in 
per annum. 
Medical and Surgical Officers, Salary 
(women); honorarium per attendance, 
an Officer (lady). Salary £600 


This list of vacancies is compiled 
where particulars will he 
column advertisements must be received 
post on Tuesday morning. 


net infor then the 


(Derby) 


"ith, Louis Estevan Green de 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 
uate Hostel, Imperial Hotel, Russell 
9 p.m., Some Clinical Beari of 
Communications to the Lay Fri., 
the Sympathetic in Disease. 


Giascow Post-GrapuaTe MEDICAL —At Royal Infirmary: M 
Wed., and Fri., 9.15 a.m., Anaesthetics. At Bora Mon. 
gag ie vag a. m., Diseases of the Throat and Nose. Tues. ae! Thurs. 

Fri., 11 a.m., Venereal Diseases. Royal 


Wed. and 
Tioep tal” for Bick, Children : 
hildren. 
t Sat.), to 5 p.m., Sat., to 11.30 a.m., Obstetrics, 
a Maternity and Samaritan 


Nose, Throat ital” T and Th 
Ear, Nose, and Th Hosp 


British Medical Assoriation. 


OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE, 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1. 


Departments. 
AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Business 
legrams: Articulate Westcent, London). 
elTele rams: Medisecra Westcent, London n). 
¥ edical Journal (Telegrams : Aitiol logy Westcent, 
ndon). 


Telephone numbers of British Medical Association and British Medical 
Journal, Museum 9861, 9862, 9865, and 9864 (internal exchange, 
four lines). 

ScorrisH MEDICAL SECRETARY : 6, Drumsheugh Gardens, (Tele- 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel. : 4361 Cent 

Irish MgpicaL Secretary: 16, South Frederick Btrest, Dublin. (Tele 
grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel. : 4737 Dublin.) 


Diary of the Association. 
SEPTEMBER. 
Publle Health Committee, 2.30 p.m. 


17 ‘Fri. 
21 Tues. London: O zation Committee. 

South-West Division ; Cross Hospital. Clinical 
Demonstration by Dr. uir, superintendent of the 
hospital, 3.30 p.m. Tea, S18 

22 Wed. London: Medico-Political Consaittes, 2.30 p.m. 
23 Thurs. London: Journal Committee, 2.30 p. 
24 Fri. Kent Branch: Quarterly Meeting Lyndhurst Hotel, Folke- 
stone. Dr. G. T Birdwood on Ante-natal Midwitery in 
General Practice, 3 p.m. 
25 Sat. ‘Banff, Moray, and Nairn Meeting, Gordon 
Richmond Hotel, Spey Bay, at n 
28 Tues. West Suffolk Division: West ‘Suffolk Hospital, Bury St. 
Edmunds, Sir cA hry Rolleston, Bt., on Changes in the 
Clinical_ Aspects iseases, 3 on Tea will be provided. 
29 Wed. London: Finance Comumnttten 2.30 
Winchester Division : War Memorial "Hospital, Andover, 3 p.m, 
30 Thurs. London : Special Pathological Co Committee, 2.30 p.m, 
Edinburgh : Scottish Committee. 
OCTOBER. 
2 Sat. Yorkshire Branch: baa Mowing, Station Hotel, York, 
Presidential Address by Dr. Macdonald, 2.30 p.m 
5 Tues. South-West Essex Division : Woodford Jubilee Hospital, Wood- 

’ ford Green. Dr. F. W. Price on Recent Advances in the 
Diagnosis, Prognosis, and Treatment of Heart Disease, 3.30 p.m. 

West Bromwich Division: District Hospital, West Bromwich. 
Dr. ey McKenzie (Smethwick) on Ultra-Violet Rays, 3 p.m. 

6 Wed. Rei ‘Division: Annuai Dinner, White Hart Hotel, Reigate. 
Me Percy Sargent on the Management of Patients with 


Brain Tumours, 7 p.m. 
7 Thurs. Dumfries and Division : County Buildin Domtvins. 
Address a foe’ J. R. Drever, Scottish’ Medical retary, on 
A Hospita Policy for Scotland, 3 p.m. Tea will be provided. 
Wakefield, Pontefract, and Cestleford Division ; Bull Restaurant, 
Westgate, Wakefield. B.M.A. Lecture by Dr. R. M. Bronté 
en Some Notes Pathology. 
13 Wed. London: Council, 10 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
The = e £% inserting announcement of Births, Marriages, and 
9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
ae our than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order to 
ensure insertion tn the current issue. 
BIRTHS. 

CaLwett.—On September Ist, at 69, Helena Park Avenue, W,11, to Maud, 
the wife of W. K. Calwell, M.D., D.P.H., a son. 

FoutKes.—On 3rd, to G. Foulkes, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
~ we R. Foulkes, M.B., B. of 6, Barnfield Crescent, Exeter, 
a daughter 

UIver.—On September 6th, at ‘ Crossways,” Ardlei Essex, to Vera 

(née Brée), wife of Frank son. ‘ 

LITHERLAND.—On September 7th, at e, 


Doris Gertrude Litheriand, M.R. 
Knowles), wife of Henry Litherland, @ son. 


MARRIAGE. . 
Kilmarnock, Alexander 
Macalister Poliock, M.A. M.B., Ch.B. Tandridge Wells, to Ida 
Wyllie, M.B., Ch.B.Glas.,’ Kilmarnock. 

DEATHS. 


Bank, 
(nes. 


IneDALE.—On September 8th, 1926, suddenly, at Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire, © 


J. Iredale, aged 63 years. 


Jope.—At a nursi home, Glasgow, 3ist, Robert Jo’ 
L.R.C.P. and 8., aged 72 years, of Annie 


<4 ‘Ardenlea,” Uddingston, Lanarkshire 
Wootrson.—At_‘‘ Ellesmere,” Hill, Birmingham, on p 


oolfson, L.R.F.P.S., beloved 
Florence Annie Green de Woolfson. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association, at their Office, Tavistock Square, in the Parish of St. Pancras, in the County of London. 
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on the question of incapacity for work, or to consult them on 
other medical aspects of cases under their care. References, 
however, on questions other than that of incapacity for work 
are restricted to cases in which the insured person has been 
certified as incapable of work for at least four weeks con- 
tinuously. 

All references should be made on Form R.M.7, copies of 
which may be obtained on application in writing to the 
Regional or Divisional Medical Officers. These and other 
communications addressed to the Regional Medical Officers 
should be addressed to ‘‘ The Regional Medical Officer,’’ and 
not to any particular officer by name. Communications require 
to be stamped unless enclosed in prepaid envelopes. Practi- 
tioners are particularly requested to make clear on the Form of 
Reference whether the question of incapacity for work is or 
is not among those on which advice is desired. A practitioner 
is under obligation to be present at the examination of an 
insured person referred by him, if the Regional Medical Officer 
so requires. In any case in which the Regional Medical Officer 
considers personal consultation requisite for the satisfactory 
discharge by him of a reference by a practitioner, the practi- 
tioner will be so informed, and in arranging the time and place 
of the examination every effort will be made to meet his 
convenience. 


References by Approved Societies and Insurance Committees. 
When an insured person is referred by an Approved Society 


or Insurance Committee, a notice is at once sent to the practi- | 


tioner by whom certificates of incapacity for work have been 
issued, informing him of the fact of reference and requesting 
information as to the medical history and present condition, 
and the fitness of the insured person to attend at a centre for 
examination. This information is essential for the proper 
discharge of their duties by the Regional Medical Officers, and 
it is to the interest of the insured persons that it should be 
furnished promptly. 

Lhe Terms of Service of insurance practitioners provide that 
this information shall be furnished by the practitioner within 
the time specified by the Regional Medical Officer, this time 
being stated on the notice. ‘lhis provision was inserted in the 
Terms of Service, with the concurrence of the Insurance Acts 
Committee and~the Panel Conference, on the understanding 
that the time so specified should not be less than forty-eight 
hours from the time when, in the ordinary course of post, the 
notice would be received by the practitioner to’ the time when 
it would similarly be received at the office of the Regional 
Medical Officer. Where, in exceptional cases, it is asked that 
the information should be furnished in a shorter time, it is 
made clear on the notice that this is as a matter of request 
only, and not a requirement. 

Experience has shown the great importance of the return by 
practitioners of Form R.M.2. (incapacity for work) within the 
time specified, in order that the Regional Medical Officer may 
have a reasonable opportunity of considering the information 
furnished, and of taking such action as is in some cases 
necessary, before the time fixed for examination. In the 
notice sent to insured persons, informing them of the reference 
and proposed examination, they are advised to see at once the 
practitioner from whom they have been receiving certificates of 
incapacity for work. In some cases, where they fail to do so, 
the practitioner has deferred returning Form R.M.2 until he 
has had an opportunity of seeing the patient again. The 
advantages of this course are, however, greatly outweighed by 
the advantage of receiving within the time specified sucl 
information as the practitioner is already in a position to 
furnish as to the patient’s condition when last seen by him, 
and this form has mn so worded as to make clear that such 
information will suffice. 


References Generally. 

On receipt of a reference, whether from an Approved Society, 
Insurance Committee, or practitioner, the insured person is 
informed of the time and place fixed for the examination, and 
of the source of the reference. It is necessary that informa- 
tion as to the source of the reference should be given, since, 
in the case of references by a Society or Insurance Committee, 
the insured persons are under obligation to submit themselves 
for examination. Difficulties which practitioners have brought 
to notice as occasionally arising, through the insured person 
being officially informed that % has been referred by his 
insurance practitioner, may to a great extent. be obviated if 
practitioners will themselves inform their insured patients when 
they decide to refer them for examination. 

Insured persons referred are ordinarily examined at Examina- 
tion Centres provided for the purpose. When, however, the 
Regional Medical Officer is informed by a practitioner, whether 
in the case of a reference of his own or & reference by a 
Society or Committee, that the insured person is unfit to attend 
at a centre, the examination, if found necessary, will be made 
at the patient’s home or other convenient place. The same 


course is occasionally found expedient in cases of persons who 
are not stated to be unfit to attend at centres, and in such’ 
cases, if personal consultation with the practitioner is found 
advisable, the examination may be made at the practitioner's 
surgery if he so prefers. ' 


‘ Travelling Expenses of Patients. 

Insured persons are reimbursed their reasonable travelling 
expenses necessarily incurred in attending at centres more than 
two miles distant from their homes. The cost of meals or other 
refreshments cannot, however, be paid, nor can the expenses of 
any person accompanying the insured person. 


Reports on Cases of Persons Referred. 

In respect of every insured person referred to the staff and 
examined, whatever the source of the reference, a report is 
sent to the Approved Society of which the insured person is a 
member (or to the appropriate Insurance Committee) and to the 
insurance practitioner by whom certificates of incapacity for 
work are being issued. In connexion with such reports the 
responsibility of the Regional Medical Staff in respect of cases 
referred is confined to that of advising Societies and practi- 
tioners respectively. The Society is not thereby relieved of its 
responsibility for deciding whether or not a member referred_ 
is entitled to benefit, nor is the practitioner’s responsibility for 
the treatment of his patient, or for the exercise of his own- 
professional judgement on the question of incapacity for work, 
in any way superseded. ° : 


Pabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. ‘ 
Surgeon Commander M. J. Laffan placed on retired list with rank of 
Surgeon Captain. ‘ 
Surgeon Lieutenant Commander P. N. Button, 0.B.E., to be Surgeon 
Commander, 
A. 8S. Nicol and J, K. G. Way to be Surgeon Lieutenants. 


RoyaL Naval VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
Surgeon Lieutenants E. E. D. Gray to the Victory for Haslar Hospital 
for fourteen days’ training. 
The appointment of Surgeon Lieutenant W. Caithness to the Victory for 
R.N. Barracks for fourteen days’ training is cancell ; 
r. R. A. Condon —euent Probationary Surgeon Lieutenant and 
attached to the Mersey Division. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 


Major-General D. J. Collins, C.B., C.M.G., K.H.S., late R.A.M.C., retires. 


on refired pay. : 
Colonet c W. Mainprise, D.S.0., late R.A.M.C., to be Major-General 
Lieut.-Colonel and Brevet Colonel H. C. R. Hime, D.S.O., from R.A.M.C.,° 
to be Colonel. 
Major G. E. Cathcart, 0.B.E., to be Lieutenant-Colonel. . 
Major and Brevet Lieut.-Colonel H. M. J. Perry, 0.B.E., and Captain 
H. J. Bensted, M.C., are the Foreign Offiee. 
Captain G. 8S. McConkey to ajor (prov.). 
Lieutenants F. C. H. Sergeant and W. L. 8. Cox to be Captains, 
J. W. de W. G. Thornton to be Temporary. Lieutenant. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Flying Officer F. P. Schofield is promoted - to the rank of Flight 
i t. 
uring ‘Officer C. J. MacQuillan is transferred to the Reserve, Class D.2. 
Flying Officer A. Harvey is granted a permanent commission in his rank. 
J. Hutchieson is granted a short-service commission as a Flying Officer 
for three years on the active list, with effect from and with seniority of 
August 24th, 1926. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE, 
Major (now Lieut.-Colonel) W. F. Brayne relinquished the acting rank 


of Lieutenant-Colonel on ceasing to command an Indian General Hospital. _ 


jor C. R, O’Brien to be Lieutenant-Colonel. aye 
to be Majors: P.’ Savage, N. 8. Jatar, D.S.0., T. 8S. Shastry, 
Jamal-ud-din, J H. Smith, S. D. Billimoria, and A. 8. Fry. : “* 
The services of are placed temporarily at the 
i f the Government 0 adras. - é 
aa R. Malone Martin are appointed substantiveiy 
he Medical Research Department. . 
Captain R. M. Kéareget, an officiating Agency Surgeon, is posted 
“serviess of Captain E. C. Smith are placed temporarily at 
the disposal of the Government of Burma for appointment as Assistant 
Director of Public Health. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
j .) J. A. Stenhouse is confirmed in his rank. - 
Uae BD. Kell resigns his commission and retains his rank. 
Captain J. P. Kitson having attained the age limit, is retired and 
retains his rank. 
i t J. H. Melotte to be Captain. 
M.B., F.R.C.S., R. McD. Cairns, M.D., late R.X.V.R,, 


and A. A. Allison to be Lieutenants. 


d F. 8. Paterson appointed Medical Officers, Medica’ 

“Coast. Drs. H. 8. de Boer, F. J. C. Johnstone, and 
R. N. Hunter promoted Senior Sanitation Officers, Medical De erimenty 
Kenya. Drs. A. C. Freeth and S. W. T. Lee appointed District Medica 


; ‘4 Bunvoro, Uganda, respectively. Dr. J. Macdonald . 
Oficers, Helms sed ealth, Sanitary Department, Nigeria - 


ical Officer of Deps 
‘Dr. E. L. Seiger, Medical Officer, Nigeria; has retired om 


pension. 


4 ‘Naval and Military Appointments. 
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for a suitable youth, and it would be a great pity if the 
opportunity were wasted. The candidate must be someone 
whose folk are well known to the member of the Association 
suggesting him, and for whose good character that member 
can personally vouch. The next contingent sails on or 
about December 16th. 


Association Aotices. 


» CHANGE OF AREA OF THE NUNEATON AND 
TAMWORTH AND BIRMINGHAM ‘ 
CENTRAL DIVISIONS. 
THE following change has been made by the Council, and 
takes effect as from the date of publication of this notice: 
That the civil parish of Coleshill in the rural district of 
Meriden be transferred from the Nuneaton and Tamworth 
Division to the Birmingham Central Division. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


Branca: West Bromwicn Drvision.—The fourth 
regular meeting for 1926 of the West Bromwich Division will be 
held at the District Hospital, West Bromwich, on Tuesday, October 
5th, al 3 p.m. After transaction of Divisional business Dr. Clyde 
McKenzie of Smethwick will read a paper on ultra-violet rays and 
give a demonstration. 


Borper Counries Dumrries Gattoway Divistoy.— 
The | sng sopoting. of the Division will be held in the County 
Buildings, Dumfries (the use of which has been kindly granted by 
the Dumfriesshire County Council), on Thursday, October 7th, at 
3 p.m., when Dr. J. R. Drever, the Scottish Medical Secretary and 
a member of the Hospital Services (Scotland) Committee, will 
deliver an address on a hospital policy for Scotland. In view of 
the importance of the subject it is hoped that all interested will 
attend and take whe in any subsequent discussion. Dr. Murray B. 
Steuart, Kirkcudbright, will preside. Tea will be provided. 


Care or Goop Hore (Western) Brancu.—A meeting of the Cape 

» @ p.m. rs—Dr. A. Simpson : Miscarriage ; 
Professor E. C. Crichton : Lingering 


Merropourtan Counties Branco: Sr. Pancras Drviston.—The 
St. Pancras Division will hold the first meeting of the session 
1926-27 on Tuesday, October 12th, at the British Medical Association 
House, Tavistock Square. Sir Thomas Horder, Bt., K.C.V.O., 
physician to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, will deliver an address on 
the aims and methods of health education. The chair will be taken 
at 9 p.m, iy Ae Humphry Rolleston, Bt., K.C.B., Regius Professor 
of Physic, University of Cambridge. All medical men and women 
are invited to attend. Admission on presentation of visiting card. 
Coffee will be served at five minutes before the hour. . : 


Merropouitan Counties Sourn-West Essex Drvision.— 
A meeting of the South-West Essex Division will be held at 
Woodford Jubilee Hospital, Woodford Green, on Tuesday, October 
5th,~at 3.30 p.m. Dr. F. W. Price will read a paper on recent 
advances in the bee sen prognosis, and treatment of heart 

y 


disease. Visitors are cordi invited. 
Norruern Counties or Scortann Brancy.—A meeti f 
Northern Counties of Scotland Branch will be held at seeoiaes 


on Friday, October 29th, when a British Medical Associati 
Lecture will be delivered by Dr. 8. Cameron. er tccancneaaras 


Sournzrn Brancn: Wincnester Diviston.—The next meeting of 
the Winchester Division will be held at the War Memorial 
Hospital, Andover, on Wednesday, September 29th, at 3 p.m. 
hort references-to the Annual Meeting at Nottingham will be 
made by the Divisional representative and the -henorary secretary. 
Other matters for consideration are the adoption of a bindi 
resolution regarding Salaries of whole-time medical officers, an 
the question of hospital inspection. At the cdnclusion of the 
meeting the members will be entertained to tea by .the hospital 
staff, and it has also been suggested that if time permits members 
shall afterwards adjourn to the golf links. It will be a great 
convenience, therefore, if those who intend to -be present will 
kindly notify Dr. Edwards, Elvin House, Andover, or ithe 
honorary secretary, Dr. W. A. Bruce Young, Everthorpe, East 
Hill, Winchester. 


Sourn-Westers Brancu.—A meeting of the So h-W 
Branch will be held at Exeter on Thursda “October ist, et 
m. Nitch, FRCS, surgeon to 

omas’s wi e a Briti edical A iati 


Surrotk Branch: West Surroix Drvisron.—A meeting of the 
West Suffolk Division will be held at the West Suffolk Hospital 
Ears a. Edmunds, on Tuesday, September 28th, at 3 p.m. Sir 

ump 


will read’ a paper on changes in the clinical aspects of disease 
An invitation to members of neighbouring Divisions is been sons 
ivision will invite. medical friends from the neighbourh 
attend. Tca will be provided. - = 


Rolleston, Bt,, Regius Professor of Physic, Cambridge, 


Surrey Brancnu: Croypon Division.—An ordinary meeting of 


the Croydon Division will be held at the Croydon Genera] Hospital 
on Wednesday, September 29th, under the chairmanship of Mr, 
E. M. Cowell, D.S.0., F.R.C.S. Tea at 3.30 p.m. The agenda 


include appointment of charities secretary, report of direct repre- | 


sentatives, report of honorary secretary, and demonstration of 
cases in the wards. 

Surrey Brancn: Reicate Division.—The annual dinner of the 
Reigate Division will be held on Wednesday, October 6th, at 7 p.m. 
After dinner Mr.* Percy Sargent, CM.G., D.S8.0., surgeon to 
St. Thomas's Hospital, will read a paper on the management of 
patients with brain tumours. 


Yorxksuire Brancu.—The annual meeting of the Yorkshire Branch 
nes owing to the strike) will be held on October 2nd at the 

tation Hotel, York, at 2.30 p.m. Dr. Peter Macdonald will 
deliver his presidential address. 


Yorxsnire Branco: Harrocate Division.—A meeting of the 
Harrogate Division will be held on Saturday, October 23rd, when 
Professor F, Craven Moore, F.R.C.P., will give a British Medical 
Association Lecture on flatulent dyspepsia. 


Yorxsuire‘ Branch: WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND CASTLEFORD 
Division.—A meeting of the Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford 
Division will be held at the Bull Restaurant, Westgate, Wakefield, 
on Thursday, October 7th. A British Medical Association Lecture 
will be given by Dr. R. M. Bronté, 
entitled ‘‘ Some notes on forensic pathology.” 


National Insurance. 
REGIONAL MEDICAL STAFF. 


MEMORANDUM FoR INSURANCE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. 
A REVISED memorandum for the information of insurance 
practitioners, England and Wales, has been issued this 
month by the Ministry of Health, describing the present 
constitution and chief functions of the Regional Medical 
Staff, and the existing arrangements for dealing with 
references of insured persons. 

The staff is composed of whole-time medical officers, 
designated Divisional Medical Officers, Regional Medical 
Officers, Deputy Regional Medical Officers, who are 
stationed in various parts of England and Wales. For the 
purposes of the work of the staff the country is divided into 
Regions, each in charge of a Regional Medical Officer, and the 
Regions are grouped to form Divisions, each under a Divisional 
Medical Officer. A list of the present staff, arranged in 
Divisions, with description of the area of each Division and 
the-address of each Divisional Medical Office, is appended to 
the memorandum. 

In view of the relatively frequent modifications of Regional 
boundaries to meet changing conditions, a description of these 
boundaries, such as was issued with previous circulars, is not 
included in this memorandum. Insurance practitioners will 


henceforth be notified, on commencing. insurance practice in. 


a Region, as to the name and official address of the Regional 
Medical Officer to whom their references of insured persons 


and other communications affecting the work of the Regional _ 


Medical Staff should be addressed. : 
Functions of the Staff. 


The functions of the Regional Medical Staff include : (a) « 
Approved Societies, Insurance Committees, or insurance practi-_ 
tioners, and advising as to incapacity for work, or, in cases of — 
admitted incapacity, on questions of diagnosis and_ treatment — 
with a view to restoration of working capacity ; (8) discharging - 
e Insurance - 


examining insured persons who are referred to them 


duties in connexion with the administration of th 
Medical Service, including the inspection of medical records, 
investigation of questions of prescribing, and other duties 


arising under the Medical Benefit Regulations; (c) carrying 
can most con-> 


veniently be made by a medical staff organized. on a territorial — 


out inquiries on behalf of the Ministry which 


basis; these include work undertaken by the Ministry on 
behalf of other Government Departments—in _ particular, 
inspections and inquiries made on behalf of the Home Office 
in connexion with the administration of the Dangerous Drugs 


Acts. 


tioners are employed in a | gets capacity, as occasion 
requires, when the number o 
with which the members of the staff can deal personally. 
Specialists are employed, in a consulting capacity, when found 
necessary for the assistance of the staff in dealing with cases 
for which special experience is requisite. 
References by Insurance Practitioners. 
It is open to insurance practitioners to refer insured patients 


whom they have certified as incapable of work to the Regional | 
‘Medical Staff, when they desire either to obtain their opinion 


athologist to the Home Office, . 


‘For the examination of insured persons referred by Approved __ 
Societies for advice as to incapacity for work, private practi- — 


reference; exceeds the number / 
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